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I1.—Foreien Pottitics. 


The HAitavad:, of the 21st May, has the 
following :— 


1 and Military Gazette newspaper is urging the Government of 
ij ogee nga slat the Amir of Afghanistan for his alleged occupation 
In Hel - But if the Amir has actually occupied Bajour, cannot the matter 
. tiled by any means other than an appeal to arms? It 1s rumoured that 
a "Viceroy has written to the Amir protesting against his occupation of Bajour. 
+f 80 the Amir’s reply will make everything clear. It is also rumoured that 
the Amir will shortly proceed to Russia. If this rumour turns out to be correct, 
the Afghan affair will be likely to take a serious turn. 


The Amir of Afghanistan. 


Ii.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


police have not yet been able to detect the pare 
The dacoity at Baikunthapurin trators of the dacoity at Baikunthapur. If the 
Se are not traced, theft and dacoity in the district will 
be likely to increase in these days of distress, when rice is selling at a high 
price. If the local police are unable to trace the culprits, competent police 
officers from other places should be employed to do the work, 
3. The Bangavdsi, of the 21st May, has learnt that thefts of grain and 
: | other crimes have greatly increased in Dakshin 
aang a — = Sripura in the Khulna district. This is due to the 
prevailing distress. ‘The thieves will not touch or 
take money if they find paddy to steal. 
4, The same paper has learnt that thefts have become rife in Nimta 
Thefts in the 24.Parganas dis- 1M the 24-Parganas district. T'wo or three cases of 
triet. theft lately occurred in the village. | 
5. The same paper has learnt that thefts have become rife in Bansbaria 
rare eee eee in the Hooghly district. On the 22nd April last a 
tice * Chorse was stolen from the stables of Babu Lalit 
Mohan Ghosh, zamindar. Two cows have been 
stolen from a neighbouring village. And only a few days ago a band of 
dacoits looted the house of an old Brahman woman. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Hitavadi, of the 21st May, wp that according to the Noakhali 
| we | correspondent of the Indian Mirror newspaper, Mr. 
nae ig Peel and Sessions Gun, District and Sessions J udge, sits i: his court 
with eyes shut and talks in an inaudible voice. If 
y of the amla or pleaders of his Court cannot make out his words and ask him 
out them, he loses his temper and abuses him. He disposes of all suits, civil 
‘ind criminal, ina summary way. If any pleader asks him an question about 
‘iy Inportant business, he uses insulting lauguage to him. It is hoped that 
the Lieutenant-Governor will enquire into the matter and inflict proper punish- 
ment on Mr. Gun if he is found guilty. Mr. Gun has been seven years in 
Noakhali. Why? 


7. Referring to the action of Mr. Phillips, District Magistrate of Mymen- 


Forcible ejection of raiyats by 


singh, in ejecting certain raiyats from their home- 
= Phillips Collector of Mymen- erat which oe su Bec to le on a piece of 
oo. _ land whose proprietorship is being disputed between. 

: een and a certain private zamindar of Tangail (see Report on Native 
oe "1 the 7th May, paragraph ) the Sanjvani, of the 21st May, says that this 
that of Mr. Phillips is being defended in certain quarters on the supposition 


the Magistrate’s subordinates misunderstood his orders and brought about 


an 
al 


HITAVADI, 
May 21st, 1892. 


9 The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 17th May, says that the Burdwan Borpwan saysvami, 


May 17th, 1892. 


BANGAVASI, 
May 21st, 1892. 


BANGAVASI. 


BaNGAVASI. 


HITAVADI, 


May 2lst, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 


May 2lst, 1892. 
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the mischief. But the following letter will clearly prove that the raiyats wer 


ejected under distinct orders from Mr. Phillips:— 


S. 
No. 4059D., dated 19th March 1892. 


From—Asurt Maunamop, for Collector, 
To—The Sub-divisional Officer, Tangail. 

RererRinc to your No. 855D., dated 15th March 1892. 

I fully agree with you. The objection about starting from another tri- 

junction point is only made with the object of keeping up the acts of trespass 
for which the criminal trespassers should have been criminally prosecuted anj 
yunished. 
2. These men have deliberately come on to the khas mahal in spite of ¢}, 
proceedings of Government officers. As Collector, I direct you to go at ong 
to remove their houses within a week. They are, as you have pointed out, ney 
erections If they disobey this order, they will not only be: prosecuted, but 
I will have them ejected. 

3. Some sort of boundary mark should be erected under section 46 of the 
Survey Act. If they are removed or injured, I shall proceed under Part II] 
of the Act, and also institute a prosecution under section 434, Penal Code. 

4. An order to vacate the houses or remove within a week is herewith 
sent. 

5. You will observe that no suit lies against Secretary of State under 
section 9 of the Specific Relief Act. A private proprietor cannot forcibly 
sg trespassers without subjecting himself to a previous action: the Collector 
can do so. ; | 

6. I desire that the public of Tangail and the landlords in particular shall 
realize the fact that I will no longer tolerate these attempts to seize and 
encroach on other people’s property without rhyme or reason. If Government 
itself can be made a victim of force, and does not protect its own raiyats from 
oppression, it is a sorry look-out for ordinary people. You may be assured that 
you will be upheld in your determination to put down injustice and oppression. 

This letter will surely disabuse those who think that the raiyats were 
ejected by Mr. Phillips’ subordinates under a misapprehension of his orders. 
The writer is not aware that any Magistrate before Mr. Phillips ever issued such 
orders as these for bringing about a riot. 

In paragraph 5 of his letter Mr. Phillips speaks of some extraordinary 
power which the Collector is supposed to possess ; but the writer does not know 
under what secret law the Collector is supposed to possess that power. Mr. 
Phillips says that “a private proprietor cannot forcibly remove trespassers With- 
out subjecting himself to a previous action: the Collector can do so,” Such an 
interpretation of the law can emanate only from Mr. Phillips—from the man, 
that is, who once remonstrated with the Judges of the High Court on ther 
ignorance of the law. The interpretation amounts to this that, if Mr. Phillips, 
the Collector, were to forcibly occupy the zamindari of Srimati Jahnabi Chau- 
dhurani, the Chaudhurani could not forcibly eject Mr. Phillips, but if the raiyals 
of the Chaudhurani were to forcibly enter upon khas mahal land, Mr. Phillips, 
the Collector, could without bringing any action against them eject them from 
the land in question. But can Mr. Phillips say under what section of what law 
the power to act in this zubburdust style is vested in a Collector ? The wnter 
for one, is not aware of the existence of any such law. Nor have some — 
barristers of the High Court with whom he has talked on the subject been able 
to tell him that such a law exists. It is true that an action cannot lie against ® 
Collector under section 9 of the Specific Relief Act, but the Penal Code Sri 
the entire civil law is applicable alike to the sovereign and the subject. om 
mati Jahnabi Chaudhurani can, if she likes, at once prosecute Mr. rh nd 
ea or bring a civil suit against him for having ordered his eg 
to demolish the houses of her raiyats. The immunity granted to the Coll 
under Section 9 of the Specific Relief Act, perhaps, led Mr. Phillips to 5 
that he could do any wrong act whatsoever or making himself liable to ° 
civil suit or a criminul prosecution. Such ignorance of the law on Mr. bed 
part is really astonishing. His new interpretation of the law has tert a 
everybody, lest it should lead him one of these days to the doing of some 2 
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. chievous action than what he has already done. Mr. Phillips is a learned 
oe but he is quite unfit to be entrusted with administrative powers. He 
a not possess that coolness of the head which is an essential qualification in 
O lagistrate. It was his want of this qualification which made him such a 
‘ d district officer at Rajshahi. And it is his want of this qualification also 

hich has subjected Mymensingh to such oppression at his hands. He is not a 
Fe officer for the Executive Service, and he should be therefore transferred to 
some other department of the public service. 

The writer has learnt that Government has already called for an explana- 
tion from Mr. Phillips. He has also come to learn that a correspondence 
is going on between Mr. Phillips and the Sub-Divisional Officer of Tangail 
regarding this affair, and that Mr. Phillips thinks of saying in explanation that 
the raiyats’ houses were not onl recently built, but were uninhabitable ; that 
there were no women or children in those houses ; and that the raiyats demo- 
lished the houses of their own will. If Mr. Phillips really submits this ex- 
planation, the writer will request Government to send a copy of it to the Press 
Association or to the Sanjivani, in order that the writer may have an opportunity 
of proving that it is a false explanation. All the papers in connection with 
this case ought to be placed at the disposal of the Press Association. 

8, The Dacca Gazette, of the 23rd May, has learnt that some chairs belong- 
ing to the library in the Kaliganj Munsifi in the 
Dacca district, having been missing, the duftri of 
the library, after some search, found them in the 
ofice of the accountant, and removed them to the library. The Nazir ordered 
the chairs to be brought back, but the pleaders objected to this. On this the 
matter was brought to the notice of the Munsif, who ordered all the furniture of 


the bar library to be removed from the court-house. The order was immediately 
carried out to the great dismay of the pleaders. 


(c) —Jails. 
9, The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the |7th May, writes as follows:— 


The Lieutenant-Governor seems to be of opinion that the large mortality 

in the jails of Rangpur and Dinajpur is due to the 
use of bad drinking water, and under thisimpression 
His Honour has ordered the supply of pure water to the jails in question. This 
shows that His Honour is a kind and large-hearted man. But it has been 
proved on enquiry that the wells from which the prisoners in the above two jails 
take their supply of water contain pure and wholesome water. And so His 
Honour’s surmise is not correct that the heavy mortality is due to bad drinking 
water. The mortality in question is in reality due to over-work and insufficient 
food. ‘The prisoners in the jails are often made to work beyond their capacity, 
ind this overwork breaksdown their constitution. And as regards the jail dietary, 
it is in the first place insufficient, and even this insufficient dietary is in the second 
place interfered with by warders and other jail officers. The prisoners in the 
jul hospitals are not properly taken care of, and the food which is supplied to 
them is adulterated. This is the reason why the prisoners in the jails often die 
after prolonged illness. If, therefore, the Lieutenant-Governor wishes to put 
own jail mortality, he shoald see that no oppression is committed on the prisoners 
y Jail officers, and that good food, in sufficient quantities, is supplied to them. 


(d)— Education. 


10 The Charu Varta, of the 16th May, says that Government is withdrawin 
Government's educational policy, from high education perhaps in the belief that the 


And if ¢] in people have become capable of educating themselves. 
sg 1e authorities be really under this impression, then it must be said that 
: 8 re greatly mistaken. Isit possible that the Indians have mastered in half 
che a the culture which the English people took centaries to acquire ? Besides, 
by areal progress on the part of the Indians would mean the possession 
teed te 0 mental powers which the English people are not willing to give them 
sit i ‘ge which they do not, as a matter of fact, as yet possess except in a 
sate al, ieasure, the power, for instance, of self-government. And the 
T to educate one self, it should be noted, is a higher power even than the 


The Munsifi at Kaliganj in the 
Dacca district. 


Heavy jail mortality. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
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wer of self-government. In fact, the Indians have not yet bee 
iets Pres. abe to a degree which could enable them gh dy, 
charge of the education of their own children. 
11. The Pratkar, of the 20th May, dissuades the advisers of th 
Swarnamayifrom their resolution to abolish the lay 
classes of the Berhampore College. Law sheds 
are few and far between in the mufassal ; and the maintenance of the law Classes 
will not surely be a heavy drain on the purse of the generous lady. 
The writer would also beg the Maharani to have a boarding-house constructed 
in connection with the college, as the location of the students’ mess in a hired 
building is the cause of heavy expenditure and great inconvenience to student; 
12. The Sanjivani, of the 21st May, says that some time ago the Lieutenay 
The Lieutenant-Governor aud Governor expressed a wish that school boys should 
school boys’ lodgings. follow an ascetic style of living, so that their food 
expenses may not exceed Rs. 2a month. And now His Honour has expres 
the further wish that he would like to see them living in comfortable lame 
His Honour regrets that palaces should be erected for school boys, whilst Sy}. 
divisional Officers and Munsifs in the mufassal should be living in miserable 
dwellings in consequence of Government’s inability to give them better lodgings, 
But has His Honour anywhere seen palaces erected for students at Gover. 
ment’s expense? Is His Honour under the impression that the Eden Hind 
Hostel in Calcutta has been erected at Government’s expense? His Honow 
ought to know that the hostel was constructed with money obtained b 


private subscriptions. But however that may be, does His Honour after af 
want students to live in huts ? 


to take exchusiy, 


© Maharan; 
The Berhampore College 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


13. The Pratikar, of the 20th May, says that the construction of new 
hidionnens Sinalihens anton drains on a higher level in certain parts of the 
’ Berhampore town has made the old drains in other 
parts of the town perfectly useless, Drainage through the old passages 1 
completely stopped, and the drain water stagnates and sinks into the ground, 
causing serious damage to buildings. - 
The writer would also draw the attention of the municipal authorities to 
the condition of the burning ghats in Berhampore, The level of these ghats 
ought to be raised, or they will be submerged during the coming rains. | 
14. The Sanjivani, of the 21st May, says, that at a meeting of the Mum: 
cipal Commissioners of Calcutta, held on Tuesday, 
B.. naming of the new Central the 17th May, it has been resolved to call the 
Central Road the Harrison Road. But it has been 
an act of folly on the part of the Commissioners to call the best road in 
Calcutta after Sir Henry Harrison, whilst only a narrow and dirty street} 
going by the name of Ripon, the man who introduced local self-government 
into the country, and a very narrow lane is going by the name of the late 
Kristo Das Pal Bahadur, who was a staunch friend of local self-governmett: 
The Calcutta public would have preferred to see the Central Road named afte 
the late Pandit Vidyasagar, or the late Dr. Rajendralala Mitra. ~ 
15. The same paper has learnt from its Tangail correspondent that ; 
A pound in the Tengail sub.divi. 1088¢¢, of the pound at Porabari 1m. the te 
sion of the Mymensingh district. sub-division of the Mymensingh aistrio ure 
people, with the object of inducing them to are 
horses and cattle for detention in the pound, the bribe being one anna ™ " 
day time and two annas in the night for each animal. The lessee also <em 
exorbitant feeding charges, though the impounded animals are scarcely eS a 
any food. Even if an animal is detained for less than three hours, = ot ia 
has to pay a day’s feeding charge, in addition to the usual fine. And W 
an animal is impounded for a whole day. and night, two days 
exacted in addition to the fine. The facts have come to the knowledge © 


Chairman of the Local Board, and it is hoped that the extortions of the pow 


keeper will be stopped. 


_ 


=" XL feed ete tet hOUrettDlClC eee CL onin 6X, in teh © 
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e paper says that afew lamps and hydrants have become 
eo ef : mf absolute ssceiiey in Haldar Bagan Lane in 
Monicipal complaints from Ul- [J]tadanga, near Calcutta. For want of pure water 
tadangs, near Calcutta. the people of that locality have also to drink filthy 
tank water, and cholera and other diseases are in consequence making a havoc 


ng them. 
7 (f )— Questions affecting the land. 


17. The Pratikar, of the 20th May, says that Collectors of districts have 


been instructed not to invest the surplus profits of 
A new rule affecting Court of the Court of Wards’ estates in future in Govern- 
Wards estates. ment securities, but to devote them irhora | to the 
improvement of the estates. But the sort of improvement contem ated b 
Government, namely, construction of roads, &c., on the estates, will, thoug 
adding somewhat to the superficial comfort of the raiyats, be of little general use 
to the owners of the estates. Again, if the whole surplus money is spent in this 
way, then in the case of any emergency in the estate itself, money will have to 
be raised by loan, and the estate will thus became gradually encumbered. The 
reasons which induced Government to abolish the ¢akavi system also exist in 
regard to private zamindars, and ought not to be lost sight of by the authorities 
in dealing with private estates. The rule about spending 10 per cent. of the 
profits of a Court of Wards’ estate in local improvements was a very good one, 
and may be allowed to stand. If the new rule is enforced, none but indebted 
samindars will be benefited under the Court of Wards’ management. 


(q)—Railways and communications, including canals and wrrigation. 


18, The Mymensingh correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 21st May, 

) says that the bridge of the river Khitcha in the 

‘Two bridges in the Mymensingh Netrokona sub-division of the Mymensingh district, 

— though constructed only last year at an expense 

of about fifteen or sixteen thousand rupees, is already cracked, The bridge 

onthe Kalia Chapra was also cracked shortly after its construction. The 

matter was investigated at the time the bridge was cracked, but the public have 

never known what the result of the investigation was. It is hoped that the 

present Chairman of the District Board will make a thorough investigation into 
the matter, and see that public money is not squandered in future in this way. 


(h)— General. 


19. The Navayga, of the 19th May, has heard that Mr. Stevens, the 
The late Sir Henry Harrison's pane - “or gr . ™~ _— o. ig -ag - 
cs ae ie appoin o the post occuple ir Hen 
Se fo at and Mr, L vail will o r, Siocon 
place. But the writer thinks that the Junior Membership of the Board ought to 
be given to Mr. Beames in preference to Mr. Lyall. Mr. Beames is a man of 
learning and experience. He was once appointed a Member of the Board, and 
his re-appointment to it will increase its prestige, The writer is sure that nearly 
all civilians are more or less guilty of the offence which led to Mr. Beames's 


temoval from the Board. Again, it is unjust to inflict life-long punishment 
on aman for an offence committed long ago. 


The same paper has the following :— 


20. The English passed the Consent Act with the ostensible object o 
protecting childwives from oppression. But if 
they are so anxious to promote the peace and happi- 


a ness of their subjects, how is it that they do not 
address themselves to the task of removing the hundreds of ills from which their 


~ jects suffer? The opium business of Government, for instance, is doing 
manengs mischief to the Indian people by destroying their peace and happiness 
rs by degrading them to the condition of beasts. Increased use of opium is 
“ag creasing suicide in the country. The people of England have commenced 
. Spake against the opium business of Government, and that business is also 
6 opposed by peels here. But still Government is unwilling to exert itself 
“ e eotter. Vhy this apathy ? There were hardly one or two deaths in 
mee be rom Hari Maitism, and yet the kind-hearted English, moved by their 
eae ne their subjects, passed the Consent Act. But if the English are so kind 

“ur subjects, how is it that they have not yet any law for putting down 


bey opium business of Govern- 


m 


SANJIVANI, 
May 21st, 1892. 


PRATIKAR, 
May 20th, 1892. 
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suicide? And is not the opium trade of Government doing more micch; 
cohabitation with a girl of less than 12 years? Will Mr. Sects aarte than 
question from England? v the 

21. The Sudhakar, of the 20th May, regrets that the Government of India 

should think fit to throw open to the Natiy ee 

India a smaller number of posts in the higher 
executive and judicial services than were recommended by the Public Soc: 
Commission and the Secretary of State. This reduction by the G 
India will be a serious blow to native interests. 


22. The Hitavadi, of the 21st 
ee following on the Hardwar affair :— 


On the occasion of the last Muhavaruniyoga, nearly a lakh of people 
assembled at Hardwar. The yoga in question happens at long intervals ze 
is peculiarly sacred in the eyes of the Hindus. The last yoga of the king 
occurred in 1865. This year Hindus from all parts of India went to Hardwar 
for the purpose of bathing in the Ganges, and the Railway companies gol 
nearly five lakhs of tickets. But only 70,000 pilgrims were allowed to go t 
Hardwar, and the rest had to come away disappointed. Government feared lest 
the intense heat of the place should give rise to cholera and other infectious 
diseases and sent away the pilgrims in order to prevent overcrowding at 
Hardwar. It made good arrangements for protecting the lives and property 
of the pilgrims, but it took no steps to protect their honour. Oppression was 
freely committed on the pilgrims. The Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper's 
statements on the subject, classifying the various acts of oppression under six 
heads, are then quoted, and the following remarks are made:— 

It will be a matter of very great regret if these charges against Gover. 
ment turn out to be true. To whom shall the people go to seek for protection, 
if those who are entrusted with their lives and property, and relying on whose 
assurance and help they are practising their religion, act in this way? It is 
said that Mussalman constables were empleyed to disperse the Hindu pilgrims. 
And why? Does not Sir Auckland Colvin know how intensely hostile the 
ignorant and uneducated Mussalmans of the North-Western Provinces and the 
Punjab are to the Hindus? As the ruler of a very large province, Sir Auck- 
land Colvin ought to have known that Mussalman constables can never let slp 
an opportunity of oppressing the Hindus. A high official ought to have been 
appointed to disperse the pilgrims, The object which Government had in 
view in dispersing the fair was not a reprehensible one. Nevertheless, the fact 
remains, that a large number of Hindus were prevented from bathing in the 
Ganges at Hardwar, on an occasion of peculiar sancitity. And when it 
remembered that Hardwar is a place of very great sanctity, one should be able 
to conceive the intensity of the anguish which the disappomted pilgrims must 
have felt. Sir Auckland Colvin’s attempt to meet the charges against his 
Government which are appearing in the newspapers, in connection with the 
affair, has been an unsuccessful one. He is a good hand at writing reports and 
resolutions, but he does not know how to control large gatherings. In 
resolution on the subject he has tried to meet the charges against his Govern: 
ment on the strength of the report furnished by Mr. Holmes. But Mr. Holmes 
was not present on the spot, and so what he says is unreliable. And yetis 
on Mr. Holmes’ report that Sir Auckland Colvin says that the pilgrims were 
removed from Hardwar with the greatest care!’ The writer is anxious! 
know what His Honour may have to say in reply. It is hoped that he 
FIVE ; detailed reply to the charges which have been preferred against bis 
officials. 


23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 22nd May, has the following 


Government is said to have decided upon removing all human habia 

? _ from those places in the Murshidabad district wit 

Embankments in the Murshida- gre subject to inundations caused by breaches ” 

bad district. meaty: h Bhairab 

the embankments of the —— and the 

rivers, and after taking ‘has possession of the lands to sell off the same 45 OP". Ff 

tunity may occur, The officers of the Public Works Department, 1 pPeege 

have expressed the opinion that the inundations will increase the fertility fr 

these tracts, and thus lead to an increase of their value. Would it not rhe 

therefore to -increase the fertility of the whole country in this way - ie 
Dutch have succeeded in protecting their country from the invasion of the 


Natives in the higher service. 


Service 
Overnment of 


May » has the 
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4 should the English in India allow themselves to be vanquished by rivers? 
an 


. ‘mpossible to prevent the disastrous effects of these floods. And 
oie ssa aes hese floods would have been prevented long before. 


04, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrska, of the 23rd May, has the following— 


— use the editor of the Jndian Mirror newspaper is an 
elgg. nage extremely dull-witted man that, after his acu of 
The Indian Mirror on the the Consent Act, his endeavours to make the Vedas 
Hardwar affair. un-Brahminical reading, —~ os ape Pes aan ie 
‘r religious orthodoxy intact by visiting England and America, he 
— ‘complaining that at hitwar Suda has been done to the Hindu 
religion. Ram was the incarnation of God in the tretd yuga, and it seems that 
‘1 this kali yuga the honour and gory of haying given birth to Dulness Incarnate 
belongs to the Sen family of Colootolla, In the Hardwar affair the police officers 
raused three temples to be closed for five days, with the result that the gods in 
those temples were not worshi ped during those days.: This is, indeed, news 
which is breaking the hearts of the Hindus, but it ought not surely to break the 
heart of that social iconoclast, the he-Babu of the Mirror. ‘The man who does not 
feel pained at the abolition of the Hindu mother’s garbha dhan, whose peace of 
nind is not destroyed by the spectacle of Hindus visiting Mlechha countries, 
ought not surely to be grieved at the forcible closure of two or three Hindu 
temples for a couple of days. 

The Mirror has warned Government to beware. For the recent affair at 
Hardwar has caused the greatest uneasiness to the whole Hindu community, 
and the disaffection caused by it is not confined to the educated classes alone; 
and it will not do for Government to pooh-pooh the existence of this feeling on 
the ground that it is the feeling of only a microscopic minority. Now, observa- 
tions like these emanating from the Mirror will doubtless come upon me as @ 
surprise. When on the occasion of the Consent Bill agitation, a handful of 
natives, whose judgment was perverted by Western education, stood against 
twenty-two crores of Hindus and supported that measure of Government, when 
the editor of the Mirror himself became one of the foremost leaders of that 
small misguided band, and wrote in favour of that measure in the most presump- 
tuous and dogmatic style, advocacy like this, advocacy, that is, of the whole 
Hindu society, did not find a place even once in his writings. But though his 
present writing may cause surprise to others, it does not cause the least surprise 
tous. For itis very long that we found him out—found out this Olcott-in- 
carnation of the kale yuga. 

The Mirror proceeds to say that the Hardwar affair has had the effect of 
funishing the Marwaris all over the country with a common cause, and it is 
probable that they will hold protest meetings in Calcutta and other places, and 
that the Hindus will carry the agitation even to England. This is really 
amusing. Was the dull-witted editor of the Mirror sleeping when_ protest 


meetings were being held by Hindus and Mussulmans all over India in connec- 


ton with the Consent Bill ? 

_ Instead of writing in the way he has done, the editor should rather feel 
rejoiced to find that the Hardwar affair furnishes him and Hindus of his ilk 
with an opportunity of visiting England—an object so dearly cherished by them. 

oran arrangement for enabling Hindus to visit England ae Boe doing violence 
to Hindu orthodoxy, is the object which the editor is most anxious to see accom- 
plished. He should therefore thank those who are responsible for the recent 
‘vents at Hardwar. These events have pained every Hi 
réanot help being amused at the attitude of the he-Babus in regard thereto. 

ood comes out of evil, and it will be a matter for congratulation if, in conse- 
ence of what has just occurred at Hardwar, these he-Babus can yet bring 
emiselves to realise the true state of affairs. 


III.—LEGISsLATIVE. 


%» The Sahachar, of the 18th May, has the following in the course of an 


article entitled ‘Sir Charles Elliott and public opi- 
nion’’: — 


2 


The : "Tes? 
Bille Chaukidari and Munici;al 


8 Wil 
‘ proof that His 


indu ; still the people 


lin Sir Charles Elliott has hitherto shown that he 
§ to act in accordance with public opinion, And the writer has obtain- 


Honour is also open to conviction. He, therefore, thinks 


DaINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
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May 28rd, 1892, 
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that the Lieutenant-Governor will hear what the public are saying in 
the Municipal and Chaukidari Bills. Of course, there are Seckelons tie " 
ruler is compelled to go against publicopinion. When aruler, for instance: kn ; 
that the opinion which the public have formed in any matter is opinion } OWs 
upon an insufficient knowledge of facts, he has before him an occasion wh . 
can rightly act contrary to public opinion. The Indian public op borg . 
annexation of Burma, but Lord Dufferin annexed Burma. And Lor Duff the 
was right. For His Lordship knew what the Indian public did not kee 
namely, that if England had not interfered, Burma would havebecome F a 
territory and a large French empire would then have touched India on 
eastern side, And with this knowledge in his possession, Lord Dufferin oh ‘ 
resolved to annex Upper Burma. And though the annexation hag do tal’ 
people of their liberty and sent a king into captivity, still the ledion on _ 
has benefited by the act. But as regards the proposed Chaukidari Bill, the 
is very different, for the people know more about this matter than their A 
The Chaukidari Bill shows that Government wishes to touch all clasgges 7 
ge by means of the police. But this is opposed to sound statesmanshj 

or noone wishes tosee the tax-gatherer and the policeman at his rm 
Hitherto the people have themselves elected and appointed village chaukidars, 
and they have not therefore blamed Government for any trouble and incon. 
venience which they have had, at times, to suffer in this matter. But if, as has 
been proposed in the new Chaukidari Bill, the work of appointing chaukidars i 
entrusted to the Magistrate, people will rightly blame Sama. Ba at every 
step. And that will not be a good thing for Government. As it has been 
thought proper to keep Afghanistan asa sort of ‘buffer’ between Russia and 
India, so is it not advisable to have a sort of buffer between the Magistrate and 
the raiyat? The panchayet has hitherto been this buffer, but the new Bill 

roposes to deprive the Fp song of all power, and make of them a mere name, 
f the new Bill is passed, the panchayet will simply collect taxes at a higher rate 
under the order of the Magistrate, and the chaukidar will become a member 
of the regular police. These changes will go against the notions of the people, 
and against the practice which has, for a very long time, obtained in the 
country. ‘The powers of the oegp ag ought to be enlarged instead of being 
curtailed. As the powers which are now exercised by panchayets are very 
small, good men do not like to have anything to do with them, and so the ma 
serving as panchayets have been often notorious as sardars of cattle-lifters. 
As regards the new Municipal Bill, if it is passed in its present form, the 
Magistrate will have it all his own way in the municipalities. If he thinks 
that taxes have been under-assessed by a municipality, he will forthwith 
appoint an assessor. If he thinks that the accounts of a municipality are not all 
right, an auditor will at once make his appearance. And the salary of both 
assessor and auditor will have to be paid by the rate-payers. But the question 
of most importance is, who knows the condition of the people better—the 
Commissioners of a Municipality or the distant European official? Where 
is the guarantee that Magistrates will not come to entertain false notions 
regarding the wealth of a town or village and tax its people more hearily than 
they should be? The Magistrates are already very much overworked ; | such 
is their thirst for power that they will not object to have their work indefinitely 
increased. But it is one thing to possess power and another thing to exeras I 
in a manner which will conduce to the welfare of the public. The lower 
of people have, up to this time, looked upon the Magistrate as their protector, 
and sought his help in danger and distress. And does Sir Charles Elliott want 
to alter this state of things? As the Magistrate has his hands full. he will hardly 
find time for his new duties, which must therefore be left to be done by ihe 
subordinates. The information regarding crops, which is published ™ ‘al 
Gazette, is supposed to be collected after enquiry by the Collector, but 18 * J 
supplied from hearsay by police officers staying at the thana, So, t00, 
lists that are published in the Gazette are really supplied by head 
Similarly the Magistrate will have to depend on his chaprasi: or on . for 
constable, or on a = Sub-Inspector, or an obsequious i | Magistrate 3 
information regarding municipalities and chaukidars. An would ZA - 
good thing to shift epee in this Me 4 from the shoulders of men ¥ , 

it 


really inspired with a sense of responsibility ? It is therefore desirable ths 
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ver should, as now, remain in the hands of the people, that its limits should 
ogee vod and that Magistrates should be entrusted only with the work of 
hve 5 dence, their superintendence taking the form of real enquiry. Butin 
“gp aid Bill everything has been left at the discretion of the Magistrate. 
6 gan is despotism. English education has now made great progress in the 
And i and the people have now begun to understand everything. ‘They have 
cog a sense of responsibility. This being the case, would it be good policy 
spgncouragre so much despotism in these days ¢ The writer will say plainly what 
he thinks on the subject. His idea is that the more the Congress is demanding 
, liberal form of Government, the civilian rulers of the country are making the 
a{ministration more and more rigorous. but there is nothing new in this. The 
oxocutive authorities are retrograding in the fear that any amount of reform may 
be won by political agitation, ‘They want to show, in every matter, that they 
cannot trust the people. This means that the authorities are determined to shut 
their eyes wilfully to facts. Of course, Government can make any of its measures 
ass in spite of any amount of opposition from the people. But who shall say 
that such disregarding of popular opposition is not doing mischief ? The late 
Sir Henry Harrison was thwarted in one of hisacts by Babu Nandalal Basu, and 
he framed the new Municipal Act in retaliation. ‘The native members of the 
Lovislative Council, who know the real condition of the people, opposed Sir 
Henry's Bill but their opposition proved ineffectual. And the Judges of the 
High Court now say that they do not understand the new law, and that it ought 
to he amended. It is for these reasons that the writer says that the new Chauki- 
dari and Municipal Bills are not fit measures for the time. Of course, Govern- 
ment can pass them if it likes, and if it passes them, the people will have to 
suffer in silence. ‘Who are the people ?—it is not the English rulers of India that 
are saying this for the first time in the world’s history. But it 1s impossible for 
rulers to go on saying for ever— ‘who are the people?’ ‘The Kings of England, 
at one time, said this. But in England the people, once so scornfully treated, 
are now real rulers. 
26. The Bihdr Bandhu, of the 19th May, says that the new Chaukidari 
are Bill will deprive the people even of the few privi- 
ie Vhaukidari Act Amendment | , . 
Rill leges of Local Self-Government which they enjoy 
under the existing cbhaukidari law. The writer 
takes objection to the proposal to increase the chaukidari tax 15 per cent., and 
to the proposal to give the chaukidars all the powers of the regular police. 
The Chaukidari Act Amend- 27. ane Pratikar, of the 20th May, has the 
ment Bill following :— 


_ Mr. Cotton’s speech gives a clear indication of Government’s object in 
introducing the Village Chaukidari Act Amendment Bill. Government is not 
willing to trust its subjects, and it therefore desires to bring them as completely 
under its own control as possible, and to make them feel the bitterest con- 
‘equences of slavery. When the Bill will be passed into law, village chaukidars 
will be completely subordinated to the police, and the villagers will be allowed 
. exercise no control over them ; and the panchayets will become mere puppets, 
nly duty being to assess and collect the chaukidari tax. The panchayets 
aol ay to pay the chaukidars, but will exercise no control over them. It 
ae : a at when the Bill will be passed, the villagers will have to fear their 
font : A as much as they now fear the police for its oppressive character. 
: . ould be easy to imagine what a painful life the villagers must lead 
aa wy slog have to fear not only the constable, Ram Sing, but also the 
a chou sidar, Rama Bagdi. Nor will the new arrangement be in any way 
“gp og nt to the chaukidar himself. He will have to oppress the villagers 
he Setigation of the police, but this will not certainly conduce to his own 
eg happiness. Besides, he will have to be at greater pains than at 
apa 0 please the police authorities. Under the proposed law the work of 
be e mh will be performed exactly as it is performed under the existing 
2 na ie only difference that the new law will create is that the villagers 
vad : “r More persecution than at present. The proposal to make the police 
. LS ote supervision over the work of the chaukidars will only lead 
‘ aa taxation, This work may be conveniently made over to the 
chankidari gy Hs _As for the appointment of tahsildars to collect the 
peer iP os the writer thinks that, instead of appointing a separate tahsildar 

age, a tahsildar may be appointed for even five or six villages. 
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_ tax, and live, furthermore, in constant dread of chaukidar and panchayet. It is 
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The Bill, if passed into law, will cause serious inconvenience to the 

If the legislators had had any experience of the mufassal, they woul oe 
have thought of passing such a Bill, But people in high positions have q = 
int of their own from which to look at their inferiors, and there ig little hn’ 
therefore, of the people receiving any consideration at their hands. lj , Ope, 
tion to the Bill will be ineffectual, and it is certain that it will be passe Posi. 
law. But a strong protest ought, nevertheless, to be made against it. Into 
The Chaukidari Act Amend. 28. ‘Lhe Saraswat Patra, of the 2ist Ma a 
ment Bill. the following :— Y; has 


The present village chaukidar seldom does his duty. And the reason: 
that the law has made him the servant of many masters. The Mesideus + 
his first master, the th4na man is his second master, the village pancha :: 
his third master, and the village zamindar is his fourth master. The Ma cL " 
wants him to serve him in a peculiar fashion—in a fashion, that is Tien 
from that in which the zamindar wants to be served by him, and the ees 
he has to render to the thana man are of a different nature from those whieh 
the panchayet requires of him. It is true, the Magistrate, the police, and 1 

anchayet are his only lawful masters. But, ten to one, he has his dwelling 
Lies on the zamindar’s land, and he must therefore look upon the zaminday 4 
his master, or, it may be, the power and prestige of the zamindar are sufficient ti 
keep the poor manin awe of him. Thus engrossed, or rather distracted, the 
poorly paid and illiterate chaukidar has little time left to look after his duties of 
village watch, and all he can do is to convince the authorities, in some Way or 
other, that he has been duly doing his work. People would rather get rid of « 
useless a watchman altogether than waste their money in paying a chaukidar 


all the same whether such a chaukidar exists or not. 


It is with a view of improving this state of things that Government has 
proposed to amend the existing chaukidari law, and in so doing, it has secured 
the sympathy of the people. Some people, indeed, want that in amending the 
existing law, care should be taken to give a wider scope to the principle of Local 
Self-Government, but the writer, for one, is not a staunch supporter of Local 
Self-Government, and would rather see the chaukidari law remain what it is 
than have it amended in away which will confer little or no real benefit on the 
villagers in the way of better securing their lives and property. The chief 
defect of the existing chaukidari law is, as has been pointed out above, that tt 
places the chaukidar under many masters. And if the lw is to be amended, a 
complete removal of this defect should be the principal object of the amendment. 
The chaukidar should be placed either entirely under the control of the 
panchayet, care being taken to make the personnel of the panchayet as respec- 
table as possible, or entirely under the Magistrate, as has been proposed by 
Government which does not like that the people themselves should possess any 
control over the chaukidar. The writer has no objection to the proposal made 
by Government, which, in its experience and far-sightedness, may have goo 
reason to expect beneficial effects from measures that may not appear beneficial 
to the common understanding. But then Government must follow a straight: 
forward policy. Let the chaukidar be converted into a regular policeman, and 
let a thana be established in every village, and let the Magistrate alone have sole 
and supreme control over this newly constituted police. And as regards the 
panchayet, there should be none of that thing at all. It would be better 
abolish the panchayet altogether than to have it with powers curtailed 
proposed. The chaukidari tax should be collected by paid officers of Govert- 
ment, and Government ought to see that this tax is not increased. The writer 
would also suggest that the power of arrest be at present withheld from the 
chaukidar as a sudden increase of his powers will be sure to lead to their abuse 


in his hands. The writer believes that the public will have no reason {0 
complain against such an arrangement. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


29. A correspondent of the Sudhakur, of the 20th May, says it = 

ROP ee scarcity is prevailing in the Jalpaigur _ of 

ie iD te Jalpaiguri dis- ‘The principal cause of the distress 1s the exp? al 
food-grain to Kuch Bihér. ‘This export 
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sht to be stopped at once, or Government will be obliged, in the course of a 
ah to open relief works in the district. 
m0 3), The Bangantvast, of the 20th May, has the following : — 


- Sir Charles Elliott and his advisers want to 
Pa iogam convince us that scarcity has not yet made its 
earance to any appreciable extent in this province, and that the people 
still living in ease and comfort. We would have hardly thought of 
refuting Sir Charles, if it had not appeared to us that, relying on information 
supplied by his subordinates, he is actually neglecting og starving population 
of the province, and that such neglect is calculated to lead to very disastrous 
consequences. Advice given by a native journal may not be agreeable to Sir 
Charles Elliott, but we must do our duty even at the risk of incurring the 
displeasure of the authorities. The story of two deaths from starvation recently 
published by the Englishman’s correspondent fully bears out the view which the 
native press has been taking of the prevailing scarcity and distress. ‘The letter 
will enable the public to judge rightly of the real condition of the country, to 
judge, that 1s, whether the Government’s statement is right that the distress 
prevailing in the country is very slight, or our statement is right, that a most 
distressing scarcity prevails all over the province. ‘There are people who will 
not believe Government, even if it asserted with all the authority attaching to 
its statements, that there was no distress in the country. 
31. The Bangavasi, of the 2lst May, says that though the fact of the 
Government and the prevailing prevailing scarcity has at last come to be in some 
distress. measure admitted by Government, it still seems not 
to know that distress has become very severe in certain parts of the province. 
That people are dying of starvation 1s clearly established by the letter of the 
Englishman’s correspondent, who, writing from a place some forty miles distant 
fron Monghyr, says that two women were one day found lying at the foot of a 
tree, but before arrangements could be made to feed them, expired. And no 
more clear proof of the existence of severe distress could be given. The 
Englishman’s correspondent has given timely warning to Government, as it has 
seemed to him that adequate arrangements for relief have not yet been made. 
It now only remains to know whether Government will set about acting 
according to the advice of the correspondent, or think fit to contradict his 
statements. 
32. The same paper says that the rules prescribing restrictions upon the 
grant of takavi loans to peasants suffering from 
scarcity will make it almost impossible for them to 


view of the 


The takavi Resolution. 


receive these loans. 
33. The same paper has learnt from Bayal, within the jurisdiction of the 
Distress in a village in the Gumgarh thana in the Midnapore district, that the 
Midnapore district. people of the village are living on one meal a day, 
and not even that meal is a full meal. The mahajans have ceased lending 
money or paddy to the cultivators. Thefts of paddy have become very rife, 
Attempts at looting granaries are also being made, and failing that means 
granaries are being set on fire. Cholera and small-pox are also raging violently 
in the village, some sixty or seventy persons having died of the former disease 
in the course of the past year. 

34. The Sanjivani, of the 2lst May, says that the Lieutenant-Governor 
personally went to Dinajpur, Purneah, Bhégalpur, 
and Monghyr to see the condition of the people there 
and, after making his inspection, said that he had 
Hot met with half a dozen cases showing weakness or emaciation due to hunger. 
But for a Lieutenant-Governor to come across famine stricken people would be no 
less a wonder than the appearance of famine in Belvedere. His Honour has lived 
in this country for a long time, but has he not yet learnt that the poor people 
‘rein due time removed from places Bol | which big officials are likely to 
pass In the course of their tours ? Sir Charles Elliott bas seen with his own 
“yes at Dinajpur how the police endeavour to prevent poor and starving 
population from approaching His Honour. But the fact of His Honour’s not 
ns across one starving man is no proof that scarcity does not prevail in 

vo uutry; And His Honour will certainly believe the story of two deaths 
‘starvation related by the Englishman’s correspondent. The correspondent 


The Lieutenant-Governor and 
the prevailing scarcity. 
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has also pointed out that the amount of daily work fixed for a man at the 
depot is enough to frighten away anybody. And that is the reason wh 
are not coming to the relief works in large numbers in spite of the s¢ 


relief 
Y people 
arcity, 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


85. The Sahachur, of the 15th May, has the following notice of the }, 

\° ° ° ate 

Sir Hemy Harrison :—By Sir Henry Harrison’, 
death, the Government of Bengal has lost e ‘ 
friend and an able adviser, and the country one of its true well-wishers. The 
writer offers his sincere condolence to Lady Harrison and to the othe | 
of the deceased gentleman’s family. Sir Henry was a high official, a 
ed very great abilities. Everything he did bore the impress of his |arcg 
working “ote The present Inspectors of Schools cannot do their work ip 
anything like the way in which Sir Henry did his as an Inspector of Schoo}, 
It is he who sowed the seeds of primary education in this country. The 
motives which guided him in his acts as Chairman of the Calcutta Municipalit 
were not always praiseworthy, but there can be no doubt that he was, on the 
whole, a well-wisher of the country. He was kind, affable, and possessed oj 
many other good qualities. T’he measures which he took for the improvement 
of the Calcutta bustees have laid the town public under deep obligation to 
him. The Central Road 1s also due to him. And there can be no doubt that 
the new road will greatly improve the health of the town. In fact, Sir Henr 
made a fame for himself by his unceasing efforts to improve the health of 
Calcutta. 

36. The Navayuga, of the 19th May, has the following :—The Hitavadi 
newspaper, speaking of Mr. Cotton, says :—“ Man 
took Mr. Cotton to be ‘ a friend of India,’ and the 
book, ‘ New India,’ encouraged the belief. Many thought that Mr. Cotton was 
in favour of the appointment of natives to high posts. But we see that we 
were wholly mistaken. We are sorry that we did not find him out so long.” 
But the writer found him out long ago. 

37. The same paper again refers to Maharani Swarnamayi and her affairs, 
and writes as follows :—Since writing huis first 
article on the subject, the writer has received another 
letter, expressing grave doubt whether the Maharani is still living or not. The 
writer cannot place absolute reliance on any of his correspondents statements, 
and asks Government to institute an enquiry into the subject. As most of the 
editors of Native and Anglo-Indian newspapers are under the influence of the 
Maharani, the writer of the letter in question fears lest this paper, too, should 
suddenly stop writing in regard to the Maharani and her affairs The Hope 
newspaper sometime ago wrote against Baikuntha Babu, the Dewan of the 
Maharani. This annoyed Baikuntha Babu greatly, and he threatened to bring 4 
suit against the editor. But as the latter remained undaunted, the Dewan had 
to give way. Baikuntha Babu is an ambitious man who wants to bea Ka 
Bahadur, a member of the Bengal Council, &c. And this is.the reason why 
- is so nervous about writing in the newspapers regarding Kasimbaza 
affairs, 

38, The Samay, of the 20th May, has the following :— 


Englishmen are in the habit of saying boastfully, and quoting history to 

3 _ prove their boast, that under their rule the Indians 

77 Indians under the English are enjoying ereater peace and happiness than they 
did under either the Hindu or the Muhammadan 
rule. Life and property, they say, are perfectly secure under their rule: an® 
there is no longer any fear of the Burgi (Mahratta freebooter), and thugge 
has been put down. The people of India can now travel in six days the dis- 
tance which formerly took them six months to finish, and with the help of the 
telephone they can now even converse, if they like, with friends and relation 
far away. That the people of India are enjoying under English rule @ gov" 
many material advantages - advantages, that is, of which the ancient Aryan: 
had not even any conception whatever, is unquestionable. But these a 
advantages do not constitute the only happiness that man ‘can enjoy. 
subjects of that ruler can never enjoy real happiness who, while covferrns 
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‘a] benefits upon them, does not love them at.heart. And this is 
“so case erty the English rulers of India. ‘They have multiplied 
oy external sources of their subjects’ happiness, but as they do not love 
their subjects, the latter do not enjoy real happiness under them. And 
Englishmen not only do not love their Indian subjects, they positively hate 
‘hem. Even the most low-born Englishman looks upon the people of this 
country as dogs and jackals. The black nigger—that is the name Englishmen 
vive to the natives of India. The Sahebsin the tea-gardens are ferocious as 
wild beasts. They run into fits of ungovernable anger, if they see a native gentle- 
man in their bungalow with shoes and umbrellas on. A Government tahsildar 
was once actually insulted bY a tea-planter for having entered his bungalow 
with shoes on. Every Englishman in India looks upon the people of this 
country more or less in the light of beasts. And this feeling of intense hatred 
for the natives is increasing day after day, and that is the reason why nigger 


nurder is on the increase. No man is punisbed for killing a beast, eryo no 
Englishman is punished for killing a native. 


If a ruler loves his subjects, the latter can find happiness even in the midst of. 


various material disadvantages. If he neither loves nor hates them, they can 
account for his apathy, in regard to them, in a variety of ways. They can con- 
sole themselves m this way—Our sovereign being a foreigner has no sympathy 
with us, and does not therefore care much for us, But if he positively hates them, 
they feel themselves miserable in the extreme. And that is precisely the case 
with the people of India who know that their rulers intensely hate them, and 
therefore feel extremely miserable. ‘The hardships and indignities which the 
country is receiving at the hands of Englishmen have thoroughly scandalised the 
educated native. ‘Che uneducated do not come into frequent contact with the 
Sahebs, and, therefore, do not know the sort of stuff the Sahebs are made of. 
But business brings educated natives and Englishmen oftener together, and it is 
on these occasions that Englishmen’s hatred to natives finds expression in words. 
No ruler hates his subjects so intensely as the English ruler hates his Indian 
subjects, The rulers of every other conquered country except India either con- 
ciliate their subjects with favours, or make friends with them in fear. Even the 
white colonists of Africa, moved by the instinct of self-preservation, fear the 


‘black niggers,’ their subjects. But the people of India are compelled to = up 


with very different treatment. Whatever Englishmen may do, they will never 
prosper until they begin to love their Indian subjects. ‘There cannot be peace 
where there is hatred. And unless Englishmen come to look upon the Indians 
as human beings, unless they punish those countrymen of theirs who kill 
uatives, and unless they remove the distinction between native and European, 
their prestige in India will not Jast long. The people of India are passing their 
sorrowful lives with tears in their eyes, and no one knows when Providence will 
take pity upon them. 
39. The Pratikar, of the 20th May, mentions Annakali Debi of Kasim- 
i iis Ria bazar, and Yogendra Narayan Rao Saheb of Lal- 
. } gola, in the Murshedabad district, as deserving of 
honour at the hands of Government, and hopes that their claims will not be 
overlooked on the occasion of the birthday. Both these personages have spent 
large sums of money in public charity, and yet Government has not thought fit 
‘o confer any honours upon them. ‘The Rao Saheb is descended from an ancient 
sole family, whose members made their mark in society, in the time of the 
‘lussulman Nawabs of Bengal. And if, by conferring honours, Government means 
to encourage those that have the heart to do good to their countrymen, the Rao 
Saheb should be one of the first to obtain recognition at its hands. 
40, The Sudhakar, of the 20th May, says that though the educated 
ere : Hindus are always heard to say that it will not be for 
wit) Mukcoe ee the good of India unless Hindus and Mussulmans 
on unite as one people, yet, asa matter of fact, these 
) 7 eaucated Hindus are found to cherish the most inveterate hatred against 
= : ussulmans, Indeed, they take the Mussulmans to be everything that is bad, 
8 ‘ a ‘, Stupid, superstitious, cruel, capable of every wicked deed, the pest of 
yi. sation; and they hold their Muhammadan countrymen in profound jealousy. 
Hg Muhammadans expect love, affection, kindness, and confidence from their 
o“shtencd Hindu brethren, but they receive from them nothing but jealousy, 
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hatred, contumely, andabuse. It is no wonder, therefore, that the Muhammad 
should feel wounded at heart. ie 
Bancavast, 41. The Bangavdsi, of the 21st May, has learnt that the dispensary 
May 21st, 1892, The Narail dispensary in the Narailin the Jessore district has been without 
Jessore district. doctor for the last four months, and is ing y 
deplorable condition. Ks 
BANGAVist 42. The same paper has learnt from Bahara within the jurisdiction of 
Water scarcity in a villagein Chagram thana, in the Burdwan district, that the 
the Burdwan district. people there are suffering from extreme scarcit of 
water. The only reservoir of water now available in the village is a tak be. 
longing to the late Babu Kirti Chandra Ghosh, but its water is getting polluted 
owing to the villagers bathing in it. This scarcity of water has Piven rise to 
cholera, and people are dying in large numbers. Water scarcity has become 
chronic in the village, as it occurs every hot season, and can only be averted b 
the re-excavation of the tank at the eastern extremity of the village, ‘ 


SANJIVANT, 43. The Sanjvani, of the 21st May, says that Sir Alfred Croft, Sir John 
May 2lst, 1892. Sir John Edgar, Sir Alfred Edgar, and Dr. King, of the Botanical Gardens, have 
Croft, and Dr. King. all three gone to England, the first two probably 
for good. All these three gentlemen were bachelors, and there existed a firm 
friendship between them, The Botanical Gardens were the place where they 

used to enjoy themselves. 


Dace PRataem, 44. ‘The Dacca Prakash, of the 23rd May, has the following :—Formerly, 
eee the people of this country considered it an act of 
great religious merit to supply drinking water 
to the public. Those, therefore, who had money, caused tanks to be excavated 
in different places, Moreover, labour was very cheap in those days, and the 
excavation which now costs Rs. 1,000 did not then cost more than Rs. 200, 
But now, under the influence of western education and Christian preaching, the 
religious belief of the people has become weak, and nobody therefore thinks of 
going to the expense forthe purpose of acquiring religious merit. Again, with the 
increase of litigation in the country, unity and mutual sympathy are gradually 
disappearing among the people. And as the influence of gramiks, mandals, and 
other headmen. of villages is declining, the power of the people to do a thing 
by joint effort is passing away. The zamindars no longer possess the power ot 
raising subscriptions from their raiyats for the purpose of doing things of public 
utility. If they had been allowed to keep in their hands the money which they 
are paying to Government as Public Works Cess, they might have been expected 
to do something in the way of providing tanks, &c. When the Public Works 
Cess was imposed by Government, people thought that its proceeds would be 
spent in removing scarcity of water and other similar complaints. But up to this 
time, Government has done nothing of the kind. As the representative of the 
zamindars, the British Indian Association can ask Government to make a proper 
use of the proceeds of the Public Works Cess Fund, And if the proceeds of 
that Fund are found to fall short, the zamindars may be then asked to contribute 
to the object. There is every probability that, if the matter 1s pone 
explained to Government, it will cease to spend the Public Work Cess und on 
any object other than the excavation of tanks, &c. Again, excavation of tanks 
is, in itself, the most important of all public works. Formerly public buildings 
were constructed with general revenue, and it is therefore improper to spend the 
Public Works Fund for that purpose. It is the duty of the British Indian 
Association to explain these things to Government. 


DAINIK-0-SaMactAR 45. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
CHANDRIKA, A water-supply fund for Bengal. 29nd May, Beg following on tha subj ect of 


alas establishing a water-supply fund for Bengal: — 


The Hindoo Patriot would like to see the fund established, and operation 
commenced at once. We, too, share his wish. Let the zamindar mem)er 
of the British Indian Association take the lead in this matter. These men “ 
done much for the country, but what they have hitherto done 1s 4% og 
compared with the good and laudable project now under discussion. For 1 
can be no manner of doubt that the act would be one of exceeding religi? 
merit, 1f it were possible to remove the unbearable and almost unive 
scarcity which now afflicts Bengal. 


the 


The question of water-supply. 
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It is not, of course, intended that the zamindars alone should come forward 
tablish and maintain the fund. ‘The idea is that zamindars, patnidars, 
ri a" ‘dars, sepatnidars, maurasdars, mukarraridars and all others interested in 
Td should contribute to the fund according to their respective means, and 
“a oaail should also receive the sympathy and support of all those well- 
va yeople who do not belong to any of the landed classes. The fact is, the 
je : . ‘*; one in which the people, one and all, ought to take a keen 
: neh ‘nterest. Let the British Indian Association take the matter up, and 
"tit = supported by the Indian Association, the Zamindari Panchayet, and 
the different Mussulman and Anglo-Indian Associations in the country and the 
European and Native Chambers of Commerce. | It is also desirable that those 
Europeans who own indigo and silk businesses in this country, and the railway 
authorities in those parts of the country which are traversed by railways, 
should direct their attention to the question of excavating tanks. What is 
wanted is firm resolve and co-operation on the part of all classes of the commu- 

ity in Bengal. 
a The Hind Patriot is rightly of opinion that the project will not succeed 
unless and until it receives the powerful support of Government, because it 1s 
Government to which belongs the empire and to which the people are subject, 
and whose clear duty it is to take the lead in this matter. It is not the cities 
and the municipalities alone that make up the empire. 

Thanks to the Lieutenant-Governor, a committee will sit in July next over 
the question of removing the water scarcity in the municipalities of these 
provinces. ‘The committee will be composed of officials, delegates sent from 
municipalities, and one or two sanitary experts. Government not unoften 
blesses the thrice blessed, and arranges for water-supply in the river beds. - As 
has been remarked by the Hindoo Patriot, the work of excavating tanks within 
municipal areas can be left to be done by the municipal bodies, but elscwhere 
it should be done by other agencies having liberal funds at their disposal. 

It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will ask District Boards— 
the bodies, that is, that represent villages where water scarcity is of the sorest— 
to send delegates to the water-supply conference that will sit in Belvedere. A 
few leading and public-spirited zamindars like Raja Peary Mohun and Raja 
Sasisckhareswar also should be invited to sit in the conference. Dr. Gregg 
will be a member of the conference, but Dr. K, P, Gupta, who has long 
studied this question, should also be appointed to it, 

It is exceedingly desirable that the conference should, in addition to the 
points that will be submitted for its consideration, also discuss the question of 
the establishment of a water-supply fund for Bengal. It behoves the Licute- 
nant-Governor to take the most prominent part in this matter, and to invite the 
co-operation of all the zamindars. The united efforts of all classes of the com- 
munity in this benevolent cause will also prove beneficial from a political point 
of view. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot surely remain indifferent when 
benevolence and politics alike call upon the Government to direct its attention 
to this all-important question, Government cannot, of course, be expected 
to remove unaided the water scarcity which now prevails all over the 
country. It has not the power to do that. It will be enough if it makes some 
contribution to the proposed fund. All newspapers in this country should now 
wake it a point to discuss the question, and endeavour to enlist the ast gpd 


ad airs co-operation of Government and its officials in behalf of the 
TO}eC : 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


46. Referring to the exclusion of the natives of Assam from the Provincia] 
Natives of Sylhet in the Assam Service, the Paridarshak, of the 16th May, says that 


public service, 


some twenty years ago Sylhet was considered a 


part of the civilized world, and enjoyed all the privileges of a civilized 
orertcent but now towards the close of the FF sorblooe century it has 
“2 A ~~ in the same — category as uncivilized Burma, and is going to 
Se : of all its privileges as a civilized country. Formerly, a large 
rn . , e people of Sylhet used to get appointments in the public 
oe oth in the civil and criminal departments; but now the civil 
partment of the public service in Sylhet does not contain a single native 


PARIDARSHAK, 
May 16th, 1892, 
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of the district. It is true the criminal branch still contains some nativ 
Sylhet, but they are all recruited from among clerks. Sylhet fared Well a, 
a part of Bengal. And it 1s since her amalgamation with Assam tha 
she has fallen rapidly away from her former position and pr iia 
Government ought to give at least to the educated people of Sylhet retin 
opportunities for entering the public service. Encouragement of primary ey. 
‘ation alone will do the people little good, if those who have received }; h 
education are not, at least in some measure, provided for. 8 
47. The Sikhar, of the 16th May, is not sorry to find Governmey 
indifferent in the matter of high education. Wha 

could be done for the country by M.A.’s and B.A 
has already been done, and the number of pleaders and mukhtears has beeon,. 
very large Strict rules are therefore required to prevent this number fron 
increasing. Let the Engineering College, the Medical College, and the Medical 
Schools remain as they are, for technical, commercial, agricultural, and scient. 
fic education has become an absolute necessity. So let the people have gl 
that education. Government is now abolishing the zillah schools, one by one 
and let the savings which will be effected by their abolition be spent in fur. 
thering any one of the four kinds of education mentioned above—that is to say, 
let not Government deduct anything from the sum total of the grant which it} 
now paying for education, and let it spend the greater part of the grant for high 
education and the whole of the grant for primary education on primary, 
agricultural, and technical education. The country will then really benefit. | 


Cs of 


The right educational policy. 


CHUNDER NATH BUSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BenGaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 28th May 1892. 
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